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Thank you for your continued patience as Greenville County Schools (GCS) has worked to transition through several 

scheduling changes and formats over the past few months.  As we prepare for the 2020-2021 school year, this memo is 

intended to provide guidance and clarity for the families of the immersion program students at Blythe Academy, Hughes 

Academy, and Greenville Middle Academy.  

 

For students who elect to stay enrolled in their immersion academy for the 2020-2021 school year, immersion 

instruction will continue regardless of the learning format (i.e. full e-Learning, hybrid learning, or full in-person 

instruction).  Immersion teachers will prepare lessons and instructional materials with guidance from the GCS academics 

and instructional technology departments.  Instructional pacing will continue to follow GCS pacing guides and cover all 

South Carolina standards in each content area.  In a hybrid or full e-Learning model, immersion instruction will continue 

through live virtual lessons, pre-recorded lessons, and engagement with target language materials.  Students will have 

some flexibility in completing assignments, but the daily learning schedule will be structured with specific times for live 

virtual lessons and support from teachers.  

 

For students who elect to enroll in the GCS Virtual Program for the 2020-2021 school year, immersion instruction will 

not be available.  Due to staffing challenges, the district will not be able to offer the full continuum of K-8th grade 

immersion classes in the virtual program.  However, to offer support to the immersion students who are enrolled in the 

virtual program, our three immersion schools will recommend resources so the students can continue to practice the 

target language at home.  Blythe Academy will maintain an online blog with resource lists for families while Hughes 

Academy and Greenville Middle Academy will post immersion course syllabi and reading lists for students.  Additionally, 

7th and 8th grade students at Hughes Academy and Greenville Middle Academy will be encouraged to pursue Spanish I / 

French I (7th grade) or Spanish II / French II (8th grade) within a virtual platform (GCS Virtual Program, VirtualSC) in order 

to maintain contact with the target language.  This will also allow those students to earn a Carnegie unit for high school 

world language studies. 

 

All immersion students who participate in the GCS Virtual Program in 2020-2021 will maintain their magnet spots for the 

2021-2022 school year, but a brief target language screening will be administered to students before they re-enter their 

immersion programs to determine potential learning gaps with the target language.  The screening will assess the 

students’ interpretive and interpersonal skills based on topics from the previous year.  The information gathered from the 

screening will allow schools to identify points for remediation and guide instructional planning.  The information will also 

aid parents in understanding where their children may have gaps and struggle with the content and/or language upon 

their initial return to their magnet programs.  


